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First sorrow, then hope. First the fast and then the feast. First the 1 2
recognition that we are nothing but the earth from which we came and it is
there that we are heading and then...What? Now — Ash Wednesday, February 6,

2008 — is the day that God offers salvation. The day that liturgically, offers
reminders of sorrow and of fasting even as it promises Easter. Even as it
presents the hope of life eternal, a never-ending feast at which there will be
no more sorrow and no more tears.
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